
CULTIVATING LIFE SCIENCES INNOVATION

THE CALIFORNIA LIFE SCIENCE ECOSYSTEM



California’s Life-Saving Therapeutics & Devices

California leads the nation in 
new drugs, therapeutics and 

medicines in the pipeline.

1,332 Investigational New 
Drug (IND) applications were 

filed in California in 2018.

The most active area was 
cancer, which had 433 

applications.

28 Expedited Approvals by the 
FDA

450+ Medical Devices 
Approved by CA 

Headquartered Companies.



Academic Support

No. 1 in top ranked universities & research institutions: 
The state boasts 10 institutions in the Shanghai Index of 

the world’s 100 top universities, leading the nation.

In 2016, California graduated more than 4,900 science and 
engineering PhDs.

These degrees include study in the fields of biomedical 
sciences and health sciences, agricultural science and 

natural resources.



Science Funding from the NIH

No. 1 in NIH grants: California scientists received over $3.9 billion 
in NIH research grants in federal fiscal year 2018—the most of any 

state in the nation. 

Massachusetts received $2.71 billion, over $1 billion less.

California receives 15% of all NIH dollars, which play an enormous 
role in supporting life sciences innovation in the Golden State. 



Attracting Venture Capital

California is projected 
to secure the most 

VC life sciences 
funding in the nation, 

with $7.6 billion 
expected in 2018. 

This is an increase of 
approximately $1.5 
billion, and 39% of 
the nation’s entire 

expected life 
sciences VC 

investment in 2018.

Massachusetts is 
projected to be 

second with $6.2 
billion. 

Access the Full 2019 California Life Sciences Industry Report: 
www.califesciencesindustry.com

http://www.califesciencesindustry.com/
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CULTIVATING LIFE SCIENCES INNOVATION

THE CALIFORNIA LIFE SCIENCE INSTITUTE

SUPPORTING THE CALIFORNIA INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM



Supporting the Industry

California Life Sciences Institute (CLSI) 
• Provides advisory services for entrepreneurs in California 

and globally through advice from veteran life sciences 
professionals

• Serving academic programs and early stage companies 
this fall from the EU, Japan and Canada
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FAST Advisory Program

California Accelerator Program
• Pairs industry professionals with life science 

startups to help them commercialize their 
discoveries 

>400 industry professional mentors
• Working to give back to the industry
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Advisory Network

CEO (26%)
Other C-Level (15%)
VP/Executive Director (19%)
Director (13%)
Senior Director (7%)
Manager (6%)
Finance / Legal (6%)
Sr Finance / Legal (5%)
Independent Expert (1%)
Professor (1%)
Physician (1%)
Senior Partner (1%)

>400 industry professional mentors

By Title 



FAST Metrics

73 FAST graduates

>$1.4B in funds raised / 28 Series A investments

14 FAST graduates are producing revenue /

18 strategic partnerships / 4 acquisitions / 2 IPOs

460 jobs created (over 300% growth)

7900 hours of pro bono mentoring valued at > $1.7M

>400 industry professionals 

70 Student Project Leaders
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FAST International opens doors for ex-US startups 
• Helps early stage foreign companies set up operations in 

CA

• Utilizes CA’s position as the global leader in life science 
innovation

• Varied in-person / virtual / hybrid programs customized
to partner needs
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Canadian Technology Accelerator Life Science program -
companies receive customized advising and in-market program to 
advance commercialization strategies

Univ. of Edinburgh Healthcare Technology Accelerator 
Facility (HTAF) - 7 early stage research projects receive advising 
with goal of commercial spin-offs

NOME (Accelerace) – Scandinavian accelerator-based 
companies receive intensive commercialization sessions 

Bayer Japan - Assisting Japanese startups to enter the US

Representative Examples
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For private research and academic institutions 
seeking to develop spin-out companies

• CLSI provides company-building advisory services to 
help life science researchers translate discoveries 
into successful commercial enterprises 



For More Information

Steve Karp
Executive Director, Innovation Services

California Life Sciences Institute (CLSI)
685 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 100
South San Francisco, CA 94080
E. skarp@califesciences.org
www.califesciencesinstitute.org

20

mailto:skarp@califesciences.org
http://califesciencesinstitute.org/

	ThE CALIFORNIA Life Science EcoSySTEM
	Slide Number 2
	Academic Support
	Science Funding from the NIH
	Attracting Venture Capital
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	ThE CALIFORNIA Life Science INSTITUTE
	Supporting the Industry
	FAST Advisory Program
	 										Advisory Network
	FAST Metrics
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	�For More Information�

